
 



Advent is a wonderful time of year. It’s a season filled with 
anticipation as we prepare to celebrate Christmas and all that it 
means. For many of us, it’s a hectic season, crammed with 
shopping and baking, parties and pageants, stringing lights and 
trying to avoid being strung out ourselves. 
 
In the midst of all the activity, we hope you’ll take some time to 
be still. Time to connect with Jesus, perhaps in the company of 
family or friends. This devotional was written with that end in 
mind. 
 
The word Advent comes from a Latin word meaning coming. The 
season looks back upon and celebrates the coming of God into 
this world as Jesus at Christmas. It also looks forward in hope 
and eager anticipation to the second coming of Jesus at the end 
of this age. Then God’s kingdom will come completely, and all 
things will be made new.  
 
That hope is the theme of our sermon series this Advent, and the 
focus of this devotional. Our prayer is that through both, you will 
grow in hope, peace, and joy! 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Romans 15:13 
 

 



Week 1: Hope for the World 
In John’s gospel, we read that on that first Christmas, the Word 
became flesh. God, the creator of all things, became a part of his 
creation. That event confirms a truth found throughout the 
Scriptures: that all of creation is beloved by God. From the very 
beginning it has been God’s plan to have a physical, material 
cosmos in which to dwell with his people forever. Sin opened the 
door to chaos and death in our world, but it didn’t change God’s 
plan.  Jesus being born in Bethlehem set in motion the process of 
the healing of creation, the process of all things being made new. 
 
Hope for God making all things new is not just hope for what will 
one day happen. It is the confidence that what will be, is already 
beginning to be, now. As you read the Scriptures this week, ask 
the Holy Spirit to give you eyes to see what he is already doing 
all around you, and the courage to join him in that work. 
 
Monday Psalm 96:11-13 
Tuesday Isaiah 11:1-9 
Wednesday Revelation 21:1-5 
Thursday Romans 8:19-25 
Friday Isaiah 65:17-19 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Week 2: The Hope of Jesus’ Second Coming 
The first coming of Jesus in Bethlehem set in motion the process 
of all things being made new. Ever since Jesus’ death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we, and all of creation, have been 
waiting for his return. As NT Wright has written: It is not about 
God sweeping down and scooping up his people to rescue them 
from a dying planet. Rather it is about Jesus returning to redeem 
the earth, heal his people, sort out all that is wrong, and reign in 
glory. 
 
That’s why the cry of the early church was marantha: Come Lord 
Jesus! May that become our cry as well. Our prayer is that as 
you read the Scriptures this week, they would ignite hope in you 
for all that Jesus’ appearing will bring.  
 
Monday Acts 1:6-11 
Tuesday Matthew 24:26-36 
Wednesday Philippians 3:17-21 
Thursday I Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Friday 2 Timothy 4:8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Week 3: The Hope of the Resurrection 
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, God became a part of his 
creation. When Jesus was raised from the dead, he was raised 
as the first part of the new creation; the first part of all things 
being made new. Jesus’ resurrection was the first resurrection, 
not the only one. What happened to Jesus at his resurrection will 
one day happen to all of us who have put our faith in Jesus. 
 
Our hope isn’t merely for what God will do for us in this life. Nor is 
our hope for some kind of disembodied eternity in a purely 
spiritual heaven. Our hope, our confident expectation, is that we 
will be resurrected, just like Jesus. We will become part of the 
new creation, just like Jesus. All of creation will be made new, 
and we will live in that new creation with God forever. That hope, 
when it takes hold of our hearts, will shape our whole lives. 
 
As you read the Scriptures this week, consider how the hope of 
the resurrection might shape your life today. What fears or 
worries, what goals or desires, become less pressing for you in 
light of this hope? 
 
Monday John 1:1-14 
Tuesday 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Wednesday 1 Corinthians 15:12-19 
Thursday 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 
Friday 1 Corinthians 15:35-58 
 

 



Week 4: Living a Hope-Shaped Life 
The fruit of the Spirit, (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control) all grow in 
the soil of hope. It has been noted that those who are most able 
to engage with and impact this world in a positive way are those 
whose hope is firmly rooted in the next. Placing our hope firmly in 
Jesus, in his return, and in our resurrection together with all of 
creation, sets us free to be the people we long to be, doing the 
things Jesus created us to do. Placing our hope in anything else 
always ends in disappointment. 
 
This week as you read the Scriptures, ask God to show you 
where your hope is rooted. If you realize it is rooted in any of the 
things of this world, offer those to Jesus. Receive from Jesus, in 
their place, the gift of a hope that won’t disappoint you. It will be 
his Christmas gift to you! 
 
Monday Titus 2:11-14 
Tuesday 1 John 3:2-3 
Wednesday Colossians 1:1-4 
Thursday James 5:7-8 
Friday Romans 8:28-30 
 
 
 
 
 

 


